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June  24, 2025

VIA  EMAIL:

Honorable  Members  of  the City  Council

(Through  the Office  of  the  Mayor)

City  Hall-1  Roosevelt  Square

Mount  Vernon,  NY  10550

RE:  REQUESTING  FOR  LEGISLATION  AUTHORIZING  ATTENDANCE  TO  THE

ONE  WATER  SUMMIT

Dear  Honorable  Council  Members:

This  letter  serves  as a formal  request  for  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  two  (2)

employees  of  the  Board  of  Water  Supply  to attend  the 2025  0ne  Water  Summit  in  Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania,  from  July  8 to July  11,  2025.

The  One  Water  Surnrnit  is a nationally  recognized  event  that  convenes  water  sector  leaders  from

across  the country  for  three  days  of  solution-oriented  sessions,  collaborative  workshops,  and

hands-on  learning  experiences.  The  Summit  aligns  directly  with  our  mission  and ongoing

initiatives,  including  the  Lead  Service  Line  Replacement  Program,  backflow  prevention

compliance,  infrastructure  modernization,  and  community  engagement.

Attendees  will  benefit  from  thought  provoking  panels  on  national  policy,  innovation,  and  water

equity;  participate  in  learning  labs  and  site visits  highlighting  best  practices  in  integrated  water

management;  and engage  in  peer  exchange  with  leaders  from  the public,  private,  and  nonprofit

sectors.  Notably,  Mayor  Shawyn  Patterson-Howard  is scheduled  to be one of  the featured

speakers  at this  year's  event.

The  registration  fee is $950  per  attendee.  Total  expenses  (including  registration  fee(s))  for  hotel

accommodations,  travel  and  incidentals  are not  to exceed  $5,000  for  both  attendees.  These  costs

will  be charged  to budget  code  001-581-581001,  Staff  Development  &  Trainings.

Thank  you  for  your  consideration  of  this  request.  If  you  have  any  questions  or concerns,  please

feel  free  to contact  me.
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MOUNT  VERNON





08:30am  - 11:30am

08:30am  - 11 :30am

s,,)  Community-Centered Watershed Restoration:
Frick  Park,  Nine  Mile  Run,  Fern  Hollow,  and  Wightman  Park

Explore  the  Nine Mile  Run Watershed  with  UpstreamPgh,  focusing  on a people-first  approach

to restoration  in Frick  Park,  a 600-acre  urban  forest  in Pittsburgh.  The  tour  will  highlight  the

Nine  Mile  Run  Aquatic  Ecosystem  Restoration  by the  US Army  Corps  of Engineers  (USACE)  and

the  upcoming  Fern  Hoktow  Valley  restoration  following  a recent  bridge  collapse.  Afterward,

you'll  visit  Wightman  Park  to learn  about  stormwater  improvements  made  in partnership  with

Pittsburgh  Water  and  the  City  of Pittsburgh.  This  green  stormwater  project  aims  to create

a safer,  cleaner,  and  more  accessible  park  while  managing  stormwater  effectively.  Features

include  a wetland  rain  garden,  retention  tanks,  and "green  streets"  to direct  stormwater  runoff.

The  project  manages  1.5 inches  of runoff  from  l 2.2 acres  of impervious  surfaces,  costing  a

total  of $7.5 million.  Join UpstreamPgh and Pittsburgh  Water for this engaging tour about the

transformative  power  of community-driven  environmental  restoration!

S'O  Green  Infrastructure  of  Pittsburgh:  McKinley  Park

In 2m 6, the  National  Recreation  and Park  Association  (NRPA)  and American  Planning

Association  (APA) awarded  the Pittsburgh Parks  Conservancy a $435,000 Great Urban Parks

Campaign  grant  for  this  improvement  project.  While  centered  around  green  infrastructure,  the

project  incorporated  key community  priorities  for  upper  McKinley  Park,  also  known  as Chicken

Hill.  These  amenities  include  restored  historical  sandstone  stairs,  a new  pavilion  and gathering

space  with  a built-in  'Jide,  a universally  accessible  trail  throughout  the  area,  overlooks  made

from  reclaimed  stone,  rain  gardens,  and benches  made  from  the  trees  that  needed  to be cut

down  on site.

S'D  One Water  Laboratory:  The  Xylem  Innovation  Hub

Join  us for  a guided  tour  of the  Xylem  Sustainability  and Innovation  Hub  to witness

transformative  technology  in action:  First,  visit  the  Laboratory,  where  you will  see

demonstrations  of bench-scale  testing  techniques  frequently  used  as a guide  when  scaling

up treatabikity  studies  to pilot-scale  equipment.  Next,  explore  the  Hubs  Pilot-Scale  Equipment,

designed  to evaluate  new  technologies  and conduct  tailored  wastewater  treatability  studies.

Finally,  discover  the  Pilot-Scale  Anaerobic  Digestion  Plant,  which  utilizes  advanced  water

treatment  methods  like  microfiltration  and reverse  osmosis  to valorize  commodities  out of

waste  ethanol  stillage.  By July,  this  innovative  process  will  include  an onsite  greenhouse  with

rotating  algal  beds  to enhance  mineral  uptake  for  agriculture:





02:00pm  - 05:30pm

Discover  the heart  of Pittsburgh's  water  infrastructure:  Don't  miss  this exclusive  tour  of

Pittsburgh  Water's  l 00 million-gallon-per-day  water  treatment  plant.  Located  along  the

Allegheny  River, you'll  witness  firsthand  the essentiat  process  that  transforms  raw  water  into

a vital  resource,  meet  the experts  responsible  for  protecting  water  quality,  and understand

the challenges  and solutions  that  keep water  flowing.  The tour  also includes  an overview  of

Pittsburgh  Water's  ABC Project.  Crucial  to the completion  of the utility's  Water  Reliability  Plan,

the ABC Project  will  renew  pumping  capacity  and improve  treatment  reliability,  resulting  in

safer, more  reliable  water  service  for  current  and future  generations  of customers.  This  tour  is

a unique  opportunity  to understand  how  Pittsburgh  Water  is transforming  Pittsburgh's  water

system  while  delivering  on its commitment  to provide  safe, clean  water  for  the half-million

people  it serves  each day.

@ Storytelling with Purpose: From Personal Journeys toMovement  Building

@ Collaborative Climate Planning
Water  is at the heart  of many  climate  challenges  facing  communities-from  intensijying

storms  and prolonged  droughts  to sea level  rise  and  declining  water  quality.  Addressing

these  threats  demands  urgent,  bold  action  tl"iat protects  communities  and reduces  climate

pollution.  The water  sector  is uniquely  positioned  to lead  this  charge,  with  opportunities  to

simultaneously  reduce  emissions  and strengthen  community  resilience  through  One Water

approaches.  Despite  the  water  sector's  potential  to drive  systemic  change,  its role in climate

planning  is often  overlooked,  leading  to missed  opportunities  for  cross-sector  collaboration

and the amplification  of climate  benefits.  Changing  this starts  with  rethinking  not just  how

we engage,  but who  we engage  with.  This  session  explores  how  to strengthen  the role of

water  in cross-sector  collaborations  for  climate  action.  Participants  will  (earn best practices

for  building  authentic  relationships  and partnerships  and identifying  the components  of

equitable  community  engagement  in climate  action  planning.  Well  see how  trust-based

collaboration  across  diverse  perspectives  helps  us see more  clearly,  uncover  better

solutions,  and build  lasting  partnerships  rooted  in listening  and understanding.





10:OOam  - 11 :30am

Authentic  community  engagement  is essential  to building  trust  and understanding  how  the

nuances  of local  expertise  can shape  water  infrastructure,  access,  or  advocacy  efforts.  This

includes  challenging  the  assumptions  of even  the  most  seasoned  water  professionals  and

learning  how  to ask  the right  questions  to truly  understand  community  needs  and priorities.

In this  session,  participants  will  learn  about  innovative,  collaborative,  and community-driven

methods  for  understanding  the needs  of their  communities  to make  more  informed  decisions

specific  to their  local  context.  After  a short  pane[  discussion  to set  the  stage,  experts  wil(  (ead an

interactive  workshop,  featuring  a role-playing  exercise  designed  to examine  the myriad  of factors

that go into aligning community priorities with water proiects, campaigns, research, and more.

(h Transitioning to an AI Economy:Data Centers,  Challenges,  and Opportunities

Data centers  in the United  States  are  expanding  rapidly,  driven  by accelerating  digitization

and the  rise  of artificial  intelligence  (Al). This  growth  presents  urgent  challenges-and  new

opportunities-for  sustainable  water  management.  This  session  wi(l  explore  the evolving

landscape  of water  stewardship  in the  data  center  sector,  highlighting  innovative  technologies,

policy  responses,  and  collaborative  approaches  grounded  in the  One Water  framework.  Join

industry  leaders,  utility  experts,  and sustainabiLity  advocates  to discuss  solutions  that  advance

water  efficiency,  climate  resikience,  conservation,  and equityin  the  era of digital  transformation.





unpack  what  these  changes  mean  for  practitioners,  policymakers,  and communities  alike.

OA:OOpm - 05:30pm e New  Approaches  to Unlocking  Climate  Solutions  Across  Water

and  Working  Lands

Water  systems  that  sustain  communities,  agriculture,  and ecosystems  are deeply

interconnected  and  increasingly  shaped  by the  pressures  of a changing  climate.  Addressing

these  challenges  requires  agricultural  producers,  utilities,  and  land  managers  to move

beyond  traditional  roles  and adopt  a shared,  climate-centered  approach  to land  and  water

management.  Although  the  need  to strengthen  these  connections  to develop  more  integrated

strategies  is well  established,  progress  is often  constrained  by the  absence  of consistent

regulatory  and  financial  drivers.  This  session  will  explore  what  fresh  ideas,  rooted  in trust-

based  relationships,  local  priorities,  and cross-sector  couaboration,  can unlock  watershed-

scale  strategies  that  address  both  climate  adaptation  and mitigation.  Speakers  will  highlight

emerging  approaches  to protect  water  resources,  reduce  emissions,  and sustain  the  viability

of working  lands.
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12:00pm  - 01 :30pm

simple,  or  enjoyable.  But  what  happens  when  tl
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a diverse  group  of practitioners  to explore  stral
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dialogue  can thrive-even  in the  most  chalkeng

Meeting  the  Future  Through  One

One Water  is a transformative  way  of viewing,  %

provide.  That  trust  can also  create  opportunities  for  water  utilities  to support  broader

community  needs  and elevate  the  voices  of community  members.  In this  session,  participants

will  first  hear  directly  from  water  utilities  and other  organizations  about  their  experiences

working  to build  trust  with  community  members  around  water.

@ Bridging the Gap: One Water De(egation Commitments to Action
Let's  take  the  next  step  together  by assembling  key  learnings  from  Summit  and  turning  them

into  action  in our  own  communities.  [)uring  our  closing  plenary,  we will  focus  on how  to best

work  with  our  colleagues,  neighbors,  and  diverse  partners  to craft  America's  water  future.

Our  day  wiu  close  both  with  celebration  and new  beginnings  as our  One Water  delegations

share  past  accomplishments  and  make  inspiring  commitments  to action  for  the  year  to come.

Come  to learn,  collaborate,  and support  each  other!


