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A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF THE MOUNT VERNON CITY COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2025. 

Scheduled for 7:00 pm in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, Mount Vernon, New York.

*** This meeting was held in the City Council Chambers, with virtual  participation via ZOOM and 
CMVNY Facebook. The meeting was not closed to the public.***

PRESIDING: Danielle Browne, President

OTHERS: Nicole Bonilla, Deputy City Clerk; Antoinette Anderson, Legislative Aide; Johan 
Powell, Deputy Corporation Counsel.

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Council President Danielle Browne called the meeting to order and provided general house-keeping 
rules, including encouraging citizens to share the meeting on social media and what to do “in case of 
emergency”. Council President Browne explained the 3-minute-plus-1 public comment rule. She then 
asked a Councilperson to lead the council in the Pledge of Allegiance. Council President then proceeded 
to the Public Speakers session of the evening (listed below as public comment).

PUBLIC COMMENT

REFERRAL SESSION

Roll Call administered by Deputy City Clerk Nicole Bonilla

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND ACTION THEREON

To the Council:

LEGISLATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

1. Office of the Mayor: An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor and Chief of Staff to attend the 
National League of Cities (NLC) Congressional City Conference in Washington D.C.

Code: LPW

Referral Letter - National League of Cities 
(NLC) – Congressional City Conference.pdf
NLC Congressional Conference 2025 - 
Schedule.pdf

Attachments:

2. Department of Public Works:  An Ordinance Authorizing the Lease Agreement for Office Space 
at 6 Gramatan Avenue, Suite 203, Mount Vernon, NY  10550

Code: LPW

Lease Extension 6 Gramatan.pdfAttachments:
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3. Department of Public Works: An Ordinance Establishing a List of Qualified 
Environmental/Sustainability Consultants

Code: LPW

Referral.pdfAttachments:

4. Board of Water Supply: An Ordinance Authorizing The Board of Eater Supply to Add a Position 
Entitled "Water Resource Specialist".

Code: LPW

01142025 Referral Letter - 
LSL-Water-Resource-Specialist-2.pdf

Attachments:

5. Board of Water Supply: An Ordinance Authorizing the Board of Water Supply to Add  Position 
Entitled "Water Quality Analyst".

Code: LPW

01142025 Referral Letter - 
BWS-Water-Quality-Analyst-2.pdf

Attachments:

To the Council:

HUMAN RESOURCES

6. Youth Bureau: An Ordinance Granting Permission to the Mount Vernon Youth Bureau's Ready 
4Life to Sponsor a College Tour.

Code: HR

R4L HBCU College Tour 2025.pdf

READY4Life 2025 HBCU College Tour 
Itinerary.pdf

Attachments:

To the Council:

PUBLIC SAFETY AND CODES

7. Department of Public Safety: An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Execute an Agreement 
with Interaction Insight Corporation for the renewal of the Nice Inform V& Plan for the Police 
Department

Code: PSC

Interaction Insight Referral.pdfAttachments:

Page 2 of 4 

3

https://mountvernonny.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=81dbec93-7173-4bc9-a728-822cacde53c2.pdf
https://mountvernonny.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=fcb83347-71b9-4777-9591-d5413919ddbe.pdf
https://mountvernonny.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e7538cce-c922-4723-9c71-bdcd35d14407.pdf
https://mountvernonny.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ee7a4704-252f-4998-9d3e-e7f5d45c7ba0.pdf
https://mountvernonny.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=0d122493-0627-4ff7-8f1b-067403c80e01.pdf
https://mountvernonny.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7d25a52c-dd73-4a2d-9f62-b614919929ad.pdf


City Council Referral Packet - Final January 22, 2025

8. Department of Public Safety: An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No.14, Adopted July 10, 
2024, Entitled "An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into an Agreement with 
Securewatch24 for the Purchase of 21 Tablet-Style Mobile Computers for the Department of 
Public Safety",

Code: PSC

Securewatch amendment.pdfAttachments:

To the Council:

FINANCE AND PLANNING

9. Office of the Comptroller: An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an Agreement with 
the US Department of Transportation to Receive a $1M Innovative Finance and Asset 
Concession Grant

Code: FP

COMP2025 - 1 Inovative Finance Asset 
Concession Grant Program Agreement .pdf

Attachments:

10. Industrial Development Agency (IDA): Resolution requesting New York State Senator Jamaal T. 
Bailey and Assembly Member James Gary Pretlow for introduction of Home Rule Legislation to 
amend Tax Law to authorize the collection of Hotel Occupancy Tax in the City of Mount 
Vernon

Code: FP

Referral Letter Enact Hotel Occupancy Tax.pdf

Hotel Occupancy Tax - December 2024.pdf

Attachments:

11. Law Department: An Ordinance to Authorize the Conveyance of 0 Vernon Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, NY, to Myrtle Jones and to Authorize the Mayor to execute all necessary documents

Code: FP

Referral Letter to Approve Conveyance of 0 
Vernon Avenue, an adjoining vacant lot to 286 
McClellan avenue.pdf

Attachments:

12. City Council: A Resolution Requesting New York State Senator Jamaal T. Bailey and Assembly 
Member James Gary Pretlow for Introduction of Home Rule Legislation to  Increase Transfer 
Tax Fee

Code: FP

TRANSFER TAX FEE INCREASE.pdf

TransferTax.pdf

Attachments:
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OTHER BUSINESS/CLOSING COMMENTS
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City of Mount Vernon, New York

Staff Report

1 ROOSEVELT SQ. RM.
104

CITY HALL, MOUNT
VERNON, NEW YORK

10550
& VIA

FACEBOOK.
COM/MOUNTVERNONNY

File #: TMP -1140 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 1 -
A

City Council:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR
 AND CHIEF OF STAFF TO ATTEND THE NATIONAL

 LEAGUE OF CITIES (NLC) CONGRESSIONAL
 CITY CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

WHEREAS, by letter dated January 7, 2025, the Mayor has requested legislation authorizing Mayor,
Shawyn Patterson-Howard, and Chief of Staff, Malcolm Clark, are hereby authorized to attend the National
League of Cities (NLC) Congressional City Conference in Washington, D.C. from March 10th to March 12th,
2025; and

WHEREAS, the National League of Cities (NLC) Congressional City Conference will be held
in Washington, D.C. from March 10th to March 12th, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, the conference will provide an opportunity for Mayor Shawyn Patterson-Howard
and Chief of Staff Malcolm Clark to advocate for Mount Vernon’s local priorities, meet with federal
officials, and learn from policy experts, Administration officials, and other local leaders; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of registration for the conference is not to exceed $780.00 per person,
and the total cost of the trip, including transportation, Amtrak, incidentals, and hotel, is not to exceed
$4,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the expenses for travel, hotel fees, and incidentals will be expensed from budget A
1210.402 - Travel;  Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved That

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. Authorization to Attend Conference. The Mayor, Shawyn Patterson-Howard,
and Chief of Staff, Malcolm Clark, are hereby authorized to attend the National League of Cities
(NLC) Congressional City Conference in Washington, D.C. from March 10th to March 12th, 2025. 

Section 2. Expense Limitation. The cost of registration for the conference shall not exceed
$780.00 per person. The total cost of the trip, including transportation, Amtrak, incidentals, and hotel,
shall not exceed $4,000.00. 

Section 3. Budget Allocation. The expenses for travel, hotel fees, and incidentals shall be
expensed from budget A 1210.402 - Travel. 

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect upon its approval by the Board of
Estimate and Contract.

City of Mount Vernon, New York Printed on 1/22/2025Page 1 of 1
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“The Jewel of Westchester” 

 
 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, N.Y. 
Mayor Office 

 
SHAWYN PATTERSON-HOWARD, MPA 

               Mayor 
 

 
City Hall, One Roosevelt Square 

Mount Vernon, NY, 10550 
(914) 665-2360 – Fax: (914) 665-6173 

             MALCOLM CLARK 
     Chief of Staff 
 
             KHENDRA DAVID 
             Deputy Chief of Staff 
 

 
January 10, 2025 
 
Honorable Members of the City Council  
City of Mount Vernon 
One Roosevelt Square  
Mount Vernon, New York 10550 
 
 

[National League of Cities (NLC) – Congressional City Conference] 
 

Dear Honorable Council Members, 
 
This letter comes as a request to the City Council for the enactment of legislation authorizing the 
Mayor and Chief of Staff to attend the National League of Cities (NLC) Congressional City 
Conference in Washington DC on March 10th to March 12th, 2025. 
 
The cost of registration is not to exceed $780.00 per person, with the entire trip including 
transportation, amtrack, incidentals, and hotel not to exceed $4,000.00 total. (four thousand 
dollars). The cost of the travel, hotel fees, and incidentals will be expensed from budget A 
1210.402 – Travel 
 
The NLC Congressional City Conference meeting will provide Mayor Patterson-Howard and 
Chief of Staff Malcolm Clark with the opportunity to advocate for Mount Vernon’s local priorities 
as part of Hill Day, meet with federal officials and other experts during Federal Agency Office 
Hours, to hear from and learn from policy experts, Administration officials and other local leaders.  
 
A tentative schedule and agenda for the NLC Congressional City Conference is attached. Please 
refer to the link below for the most recently updated version of the agenda: 
Register Now for CCC 2025! - NLC Congressional City Conference 
 
In Service, 
 
 
 
 
Shawyn Patterson-Howard, MPA 
Mayor 
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City of Mount Vernon, New York

Staff Report

1 ROOSEVELT SQ. RM.
104

CITY HALL, MOUNT
VERNON, NEW YORK

10550
& VIA

FACEBOOK.
COM/MOUNTVERNONNY

File #: TMP -1116 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 2 -
A

City Council:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LEASE
AGREEMENT FOR OFFICE SPACE AT 6 GRAMATAN

AVENUE, SUITE 203, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550

Whereas, by letter dated December 23, 2024, the Commissioner of the Department of Public
Works has requested legislation authorizing the Mayor to enter into a lease agreement for office space
at 6 Gramatan Avenue, Suite 203, Mount Vernon, NY 10550, for a term commencing on June 1, 2025,
and concluding on May 31, 2027, under the terms outlined below; and

Whereas, the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) and the Board of Water Supply (“BOW”)
are tasked with completing the City’s Sewer Rehabilitation and Lead Service Line Replacement
projects; and

Whereas, the DPW and BOW require office space to accommodate the personnel and
equipment necessary to manage these projects efficiently; and

Whereas, the current space at 6 Gramatan Avenue, Suite 203, Mount Vernon, NY 10550, has
been identified as suitable for housing 5-10 personnel, with the lease terms spanning from June 1,
2025, through May 31, 2027; and

Whereas, the funding for this lease will be sourced from grant-funded monies provided by the
New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (“NYSEFC”), ensuring no additional burden on
local taxpayers; and

Whereas, the funds will be deposited into Revenue Code A3902 and appropriated to DPW
Budget Code A1440.405, with an aggregate funding amount of $500,000 available for the lease
period; and

Whereas, the lease terms include an annual base rent of $57,288.60 in Year 1 and $59,007.26
in Year 2, with monthly installments payable at the lessee’s discretion; and

Whereas, this office space will facilitate the work of essential project personnel, including the
City Engineer, Stormwater Coordinator, Sewers Foreman, BOW Administrator, BOW Field
Coordinator, and BOW Data Entry Clerk; Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved That

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. Authorization. The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a lease agreement
for office space at 6 Gramatan Avenue, Suite 203, Mount Vernon, NY 10550, for a term commencing
on June 1, 2025, and concluding on May 31, 2027, under the terms outlined below:

1. Lease Year 1: Base Rent of $57,288.60, payable in monthly installments of
City of Mount Vernon, New York Printed on 1/22/2025Page 1 of 2
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File #: TMP -1116 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 2 -
A

1. Lease Year 1: Base Rent of $57,288.60, payable in monthly installments of
$4,774.05.

2. Lease Year 2: Base Rent of $59,007.26, payable in monthly installments of
$4,917.27.

3. Utility and maintenance are to be included as stipulated in the lease agreement.

Section 2. Funding. Lease payments shall be funded through grant monies from the New
York State Environmental Facilities Corporation, with funds deposited into Revenue Code A3902 and
appropriated to DPW Budget Code A1440.405 for the lease period. Payments shall be made monthly
or quarterly at the lessee's discretion.

Section 3. Use of Space. The leased space shall be used exclusively to support the
personnel and operations associated with the City’s Sewer Rehabilitation and Lead Service Line
Replacement projects. The following personnel shall initially be stationed at the location, with
additional personnel added as project needs evolve:

1. City Engineer

2. Stormwater Coordinator

3. Sewers Foreman

4. BOW Administrator

5. BOW Field Coordinator

6. BOW Data Entry Clerk

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its approval
by the Board of Estimate & Contract.

City of Mount Vernon, New York Printed on 1/22/2025Page 2 of 2
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City of Mount Vernon, New York

Staff Report

1 ROOSEVELT SQ. RM.
104

CITY HALL, MOUNT
VERNON, NEW YORK

10550
& VIA

FACEBOOK.
COM/MOUNTVERNONNY

File #: TMP -1151 Agenda Date: 2/12/2025 Agenda #: 3 -
A

City Council
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT

 OF A LIST OF QUALIFIED ENVIRONMENTAL/SUSTAINABILITY CONSULTANTS.

WHEREAS, by letter dated January 6, 2025, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works is
seeking City Council approval to establish a list of qualified Environmental /Sustainability consultants; and

WHEREAS, this initiative follows the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) advertised on August 1, 2024,
aimed at pre-qualifying consultants with the necessary expertise for sustainability projects; and

WHEREAS, three  submissions were reviewed, and two consultants were selected: Green Westchester
and Kim Lundgren Associates Inc.; and

WHEREAS, the list supports the City's commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion and will
expedite future projects initiation and completion.  The request is made by the Director of Sustainability and
supported by the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works; Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved That

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. Authorization to establish a list of qualified Environmental /Sustainability consultants.
The City Council hereby authorizes the establishment of qualified Environmental/Sustainability Consultants.

Section 2. Establishing List of Qualified Environmental/Sustainability Consultants.

a) RFQ advertised on August 1, 2024, to identify and pre-qualify consultants. 

b) Three submissions reviewed based on local needs, technical competence, experience, project approach,
and green credentials. 

c) Selected consultants:

o Green Westchester - 26 Glencar Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10801

o Kim Lundgren Associates, Inc.-10 Post Office Square, 8th fl., Boston, MA 02109

d) The list promotes diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

e) Expedites consultant selection process for future projects. 

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its approval by the Board of Estimate and
Contract.

City of Mount Vernon, New York Printed on 1/22/2025Page 1 of 2
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CITY  OF MOUNT  VERNON,  N.Y.
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS

SHAWYN  PATTERSON-HOWARD

Mayor

City  HaH, One Roosevelt  Square

Mount  Venion.  NY  10550

DAMANI  L. BUSH

Commissioner

(914)  914-665-2339

email:dpwconcerns@mountvemonny.gov ROBERT  L. HACKETT

Deputy  Commissioner

JOHN  NUCULOVIC

Deputy  Commissiorier

January  6, 2025

Honorable  City  Council  Members

Of  the  City  of  Mount  Vernon

City  Hall, Mount  Vernon,  New  York

(Through the Office of the Mayor}

Re: Establishing  a List of  Qualified  Environmental/Sustainability  Consultants

Dear  Honorable  City  Council  Members:

I am writing to seek the City Council's approval for the establishment of a list  of  qualified  Environmental/Sustainability

consultants.  This  initiative  is based  on the Request  for  Qualifications  (RFQ) that  was advertised  on August  1, 2024.

The RFQ was designed  to identify  and pre-qualify  Environmental/Sustainability  Consultants  who  possess  the  requisite

expertise,  experience,  and capacity  to undertake  various  sustainability  projects  within  our  city. This  pre-qualification

process  is critical  in ensuring  that  our  projects  are executed  efficiently,  with  a commitment  to quality  and inclusivity.

We have received and carefully reviewed the three submissions  from  the  Environmental/Sustainability  Consultants.

These  submissions  were  evaluated  based  on stringent  criteria  that  includes  understanding  local  needs,  technical

competence,  experience  & expertise,  project  approach  & methodology,  and green  credentials.  The evaluation  process

has enabled  us to identify  a select  group  of  consultants  below  who  meet  the  established  standards:

*  Green  Westchester  -  26 Glencar  Avenue,  New  Rochelle,  NY 10801

*  Kim Lundgren  Associates,  Inc. -  10  Post  Office  Square,  8'h Floor,  Boston  MA  02109

Ther  creation  of  this  list  aligns  with  our  city's  commitment  to promoting  diversity,  equity,  and inclusion  within  the

environmental/sustainability  consultant  pool. It will  facilitate  the  engagement  of  qualified  consultants  for  sustainability

and public  works  projects,  thereby  fostering  a more  inclusive  economic  environment.  Additionally,  having  a pre-

qualified  list  will  expedite  the  consultant  selection  process  for  future  projects,  ensuring  timely  project  initiation  and

completion.

I respectfully request the City Council's approval to formalize this list of qualified Environmental/Sustainability

Consultants.  Your  approval  will  allow  us to proceed  with  the  next  steps  in engaging  these  contractors  for  our  city's

projects,  furthering  our  mission  to become  a greener,  more  sustainable,  and equitable  city  for  all.

"The  Jewel of  Westchester

16



Thank  you  for  your  attention  to this  matter.  I am available  to discuss  this  request  further  and provide  any  additional

information  that  the  Council  may  require.

Respectfully,

Shayne  M. Brooks

Director  of  Sustainability

SMB/Sb

Damani  L. Bush

Commissioner  of  Public  Works

DLB/db

Cc: Mayor's  Office

Law Department

Comptroller's  Office

City  Clerk's  Office
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City of Mount Vernon, New York

Staff Report

1 ROOSEVELT SQ. RM.
104

CITY HALL, MOUNT
VERNON, NEW YORK

10550
& VIA

FACEBOOK.
COM/MOUNTVERNONNY

File #: TMP -1160 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 4.

City Council

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY TO ADD A POSITION
ENTITLED

“WATER RESOURCE SPECIALIST”.

WHEREAS, by letter dated January 14, 2025, the Commissioner of the Board of Water Supply is
requesting the addition of a “Water Resource Specialist” position to support the Lead Service Line Replacement
Program; and

WHEREAS, this position has an annual salary of $70,800.90, Grade 8C-Step 4 and will be funded by a
$2 million grant from the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (NYS EFC) effective January
1, 2025; Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved That

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. Authorization to add a position. The Board of Water Supply is hereby authorized to
add a position within said department under the terms outlined below:

a) The Board of Water Supply is seeking to add a “Water Resource Specialist” position. 

b) The position is necessary for the Lead Service Line Replacement Program. 

c) The program is funded by the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (NYS EFC). 

Section 2.  Funding and Salary

a) The annual salary for the position is $70,800.90.

b) The position is classified as Grade 8C-Step 4.

c) Funding comes from a $2 million grant from NYS EFC. 

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its approval by the Board of Estimate
and Contract.

City of Mount Vernon, New York Printed on 1/22/2025Page 1 of 1
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City of Mount Vernon, New York

Staff Report

1 ROOSEVELT SQ. RM.
104

CITY HALL, MOUNT
VERNON, NEW YORK

10550
& VIA

FACEBOOK.
COM/MOUNTVERNONNY

File #: TMP -1161 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 5.

City Council

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZNG THE BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY TO ADD A POSITION
ENTITLED “WATER QUALITY ANALYST”.

WHEREAS, by letter date January 14, 2025, the Commissioner of the Board of Water Supply has
requested the addition of a “Water Quality Analyst” position to the 2025 office budget effective January 1,
2025; and

WHEREAS,  this role is crucial for complying with the New York State Department of Health's
mandate to implement a Backflow Prevention Program, ensuring public health safety; and

WHEREAS, the “Water Quality Analyst” position will manage administrative functions, enhance water
quality management, and ensure regulatory compliance.  The position has an annual salary of $70,800.90,
Grade 8C-Step 4 with funds already included in the Board of Water Supply’s 2025 budget; Now, Therefore,
Be It Resolved That

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. Authorization to add a position. The Board of Water Supply is hereby authorized to
add a position within said department under the terms outlined below:

a) The Board of Water Supply requests to add a “Water Quality Analyst” position. 

b) This position is essential for complying with NYS DOH mandates. 

c) The role will oversee the Backflow Prevention Program and address water quality concerns. 

Section 2. Responsibilities and Benefits.

a) The “Water Quality Analyst” position will manage administrative functions of the Backflow Prevention
Program. 

b) The position will enhance operational efficiency and public confidence in water quality management. 

c) The role includes conducting system audits, reviewing standards, and identifying best practices. 

d) The “Water Quality Analyst” position will monitor compliance with state and federal regulations and
recommend risk mitigation strategies. 

Section 3. Financial Details.

a) The annual salary for the position is $70,800.90, Grade 8C-Step 4.

b) The necessary funds are included in the 2025 budget under code 001-521-521002. 

City of Mount Vernon, New York Printed on 1/22/2025Page 1 of 2
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File #: TMP -1161 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 5.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its approval by the Board of Estimate
and Contract.
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City of Mount Vernon, New York

Staff Report

1 ROOSEVELT SQ. RM.
104

CITY HALL, MOUNT
VERNON, NEW YORK

10550
& VIA

FACEBOOK.
COM/MOUNTVERNONNY

File #: TMP -1165 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 6.

City Council

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING PERMISSION TO THE
MOUNT VERNON YOUTH BUREAU’S READY 4LIFE TO

SPONSOR A COLLEGE TOUR

WHEREAS, by letter dated January 15, 2025, the Executive Director of the Youth Bureau has
requested that legislation be enacted granting permission to the Youth Bureau’s Ready4LIFE to sponsor a
HBCU College Campus Tour for 27 youth and eight (8) staff members from February 18-21, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Ready4LIFE (R4L) HBCU College Tours plays a vital role in the college selection
process for program participants. Its primary goal is to expose aspiring college students to Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), fostering increased interest in higher education and providing them with
valuable insight into campus life and academic opportunities; and

WHEREAS, this initiative supports the Youth Bureau’s commitment to promoting academic
achievement and enhancing opportunities for higher education among participants of the Ready4LIFE program;
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved That

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. Purpose: Requesting authorization for eight (8) staff members and twenty-seven (27)
youth to attend the City of Mount Vernon Youth Bureau’s Ready4LIFE HBCU College Tour from February 18
to February 21, 2025.

Section 2. Costs: The total estimated cost of the four-day trip and three (3) nights is not to exceed
$25,000, including:

· College Tour: 4 days & 3 nights: $9,261.00

· Lunch & Dinner for 34 attendees: $7,700.00

· Transportation: $7,000.00

· Parking Fees: $120.00

· Rental Fees: $400.00

Funds are available under the following Ready4LIFE Budget Codes:

· A7335.458 (Miscellaneous)

· A7335.402 (Travel)

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect upon its approval by the Board of Estimate and Contract.
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“The Jewel of Westchester” 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, N.Y. 
MOUNT VERNON YOUTH BUREAU 

 SHAWYN PATTERSON-HOWARD 
Mayor 

City Hall, One Roosevelt Square 
Mount Vernon, NY 10550 

(914) 665-2344 – Fax: (914) 665-1373 
cityofmountvernonyouthbureau@gmail.com 

HTTP//youthbureau.cmvny.com 
 

DENA T. WILLIAMS, MPA 
Deputy Director 

   DEBBIE BURRELL-BUTLER, MBA 
Executive Director 

 
January 15, 2025 
 
Honorable Members of the City Council 
Through the Office of the Mayor 
City Hall – Roosevelt Square 
Mount Vernon, NY 10550 
 
Dear Honorable Members of City Council, 
 
This letter comes to respectfully request that the Honorable City Council enact legislation that will allow eight (8) 
staff members and 27 youth to attend the City of Mount Vernon Youth Bureau’s Ready4LIFE HBCU College 
Tour, which is scheduled to take place from February 18th through February 21st, 2025. 
 
College tours are integral to the college selection process and hold significant importance for the R4L Program. 
They are approved experiential activities by the funders, HMRF and OFA. The primary purpose of the YB’s 
college tours is to expose and educate aspiring college students to increase their interest in higher learning. Youth 
will have the opportunity to travel to four HBCU campuses and learn a great deal about college life, financial aid, 
scholarship development, networking with other young adults, and much more. Please note that the tour will take 
place during the winter recess.  
 
The cost of the four-day (4) college tour includes hotel stays for 4 days, three (3) nights totaling $9,261.  The 
hotels will provide complimentary breakfast; however, lunch and dinner will cost approximately $7,700 for 34 
people including one night’s dinner that will be paid for by the Executive Director.  Transportation will cost $7,000, 
parking costs are estimated at $120, and rental fee at $400. The trip is estimated to cost between $24,500 not to 
exceed $25,000 and should be expense through budget codes A7335.458 (Misc.) and A7335.402 (Travel) for 
Ready4LIFE. Please note that funding for this program is available and does not add any expense to the city.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at (914) 665-2327 or by email at 
Dburrell@cmvny.com.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Debbie Burrell-Butler  
 
Debbie Burrell-Butler, MBA 
Executive Director 
 
Cc: Shawyn Paterson-Howard, Mayor 
 Darren Morton, Comptroller  

Brian Johnson, Corporation Counsel 
 
Enclosed: Tour agenda & invoices  
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2025 HBCU COLLEGE TOUR   |   MOUNT VERNON READY4LIFE PROGRAM 
 

DATE DEPART FROM 
DEPART 

TIME 
DESTINATION 

ARRIVAL 
TIME 

DESTINATION 
ADDRESS 

TRAVEL 
TIME 

COMMENTS 

2/18/25 

City Hall 

1 Roosevelt Square, 
Mount Vernon, NY   

8:00 am 

 

Embassy Suites-
Greensboro, NC 

 

6:15 pm  
204 Centreport Drive 

Greensboro, NC 

9 hrs 15 
min 

We will stop to get 
lunch for 1 hour 

2/18/25 
Embassy Suites-

Greensboro 
7:30 pm 

Fire & Sticks Japanese 
Steak House 

7:40 pm  
3917 Sedgebrook St, 

High Point, NC 
6 min 

Dinner and Back to 
Hotel after 

2/19/25 
Embassy Suites-

Greensboro 
9:15 am  Bennett College 9:35 am 

900 E Washington St 

Greensboro, NC 
20 min 

1st  

University visit 

Tour time 10:00 am 

2/19/25 Bennett College 11:30 am 

 

North Carolina A&T 

 

11:35 pm 
1601 E. Market Street 

Greensboro, NC  27411 
5 min 

2nd University visit.  

Tour time 1:00 pm 

 We will have lunch 
there and head to 

VA. 

2/19/25 North Carolina A&T 4:00 pm 
The Landing @ 

Hampton Marina 
Tapestry 

8:00 pm 
700 Settlers Landing Rd  

Hampton, Virginia 

4 hrs  

 

Hotel after visit. 
Dinner in Hotel 

2/20/25 
Delta Hotel Marriot 

 
11:00 am Hampton University 11:10 pm 

2800 Shore Drive  

Virginia Beach, V.A,23451 
5 min 

3rdh University  

Tour time 11:30 am 

2/20/25 Hampton University 1:30 pm Virginia Aquarium 2:15 pm 
717 General Booth Blvd 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
45 min 

Experiential 
Learning Activity 
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2/20/25 

 
Virginia Aquarium 4:30 pm  

Residence Inn by 
Marriott 

Ocean City, Maryland 

7:30 pm 
300 Seabay Lane 

Ocean City, MD  13753 
3 hrs 

Last hotel stay.  
Dinner at hotel 

2/21/25 

 

Residence Inn by 
Marriott 

8:45 am 
Maryland Eastern 
Shore University 

9:30 am 
440 Vestal Pkwy E, Vestal, 

Ocean City, MD  13850 
45 min 

4th University 

Tour Time 10:00 
am 

2/21/25 
Maryland Eastern Shore 

University 
12:00 pm Mount Vernon City Hall 7:00 pm 

1 Roosevelt Square 

Mount Vernon, NY  
5 hrs 

Last stop 

Lunch on the way 
home 

        

 

 

NOTES 
 

Breakfast will be provided at all hotels. 
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City of Mount Vernon, New York

Staff Report

1 ROOSEVELT SQ. RM.
104

CITY HALL, MOUNT
VERNON, NEW YORK

10550
& VIA

FACEBOOK.
COM/MOUNTVERNONNY

File #: TMP -1139 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 7.

City Council:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR
TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH

INTERACTION INSIGHT CORPORATION FOR
THE RENEWAL OF THE NICE INFORM V7

PLAN FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Whereas, by letter dated January 7, 2025, the Interim Commissioner of the Department of Public
Safety has requested legislation authorizing Mayor to execute an agreement with Interaction Insight
Corporation to renew the NICE Inform V7 Plan for the period beginning April 1, 2025, and ending March
31, 2026, at a total cost of $7,604.00; and

Whereas, on January 24, 2024, the City Council of Mount Vernon approved a consent agreement
with Interaction Insight Corporation for the NICE Inform V7 Plan, and on January 30, 2024, the Board of
Estimate and Contract approved said agreement; and

Whereas, the NICE Inform V7 Plan enables the recall of all inbound and outbound telephone
conversations within the Police Department to ensure operational efficiency and compliance; and

Whereas, the agreement includes essential remote and onsite support services that are critical to
maintaining the functionality and reliability of the NICE Voice Recording System; and

Whereas, it is in the best interest of the City of Mount Vernon to continue this agreement to
maintain the operational integrity of the Police Department’s communications systems; and

Whereas, the cost of the annual renewal for the period from April 1, 2025, to March 31, 2026, is
$7,604.00, and said cost will be satisfied from Budget Line A1680.216; and

Whereas, the renewal of this agreement is necessary to ensure uninterrupted service and support
for the Police Department; Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved That

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an agreement with Interaction Insight
Corporation to renew the NICE Inform V7 Plan for the period beginning April 1, 2025, and ending March
31, 2026, at a total cost of $7,604.00.

Section 2. The funds for this agreement shall be appropriated from Budget Line A1680.216.

Section 3. The agreement shall provide for remote and onsite support services as outlined in the
terms of the agreement with Interaction Insight Corporation.

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its approval by the Board of
Estimate & Contract.
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DAVID GIBSON 

INTERIM POLICE COMMISSIONER 

01/07/2025 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

BUREAU OF POLICE 
ROOSEVELT SQUARE 

MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(914) 665-2500

JENNIFER LACKARD 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

SHAWYN PATTERSON - HOWARD 

MAYOR 

Honorable Members of the City Council 

Through the Office of the Mayor 

City Hall - Roosevelt Square 
Mount Vernon, New York 10550 

MARCEL OLIFIERS 

CHIEF OF OPERATIONS 

Subject: Legislation for Contract renewal- Interaction Insight Corporation 

Dear Council Members: 

This letter comes to request that legislation be enacted that will enable the Mayor to continue an 
agreement with Interaction Insight Corporation. This is a renewal of the current agreement, 

passed by City Council on January 24, 2024 and by the Board of Estimate and Contract on 
January 30, 2024. This agreement will rnn from April 1, 2025 to March 31, 2026 with the cost 

being $7,604.00 for annual renewal. Funds will be satisfied from Budget Line A1680.216. 

Interaction Insight's NICE Voice Recording System allows for the recall of all inbound and 
outbound telephone conversations coming into the police depai1ment. This agreement allows for 
remote and onsi te supp0 1 t. 

We respectfully request legislation from Your Honorable Body authorizing the above agreement. 

Requested: Contract renewal lnte.-action Insight Nice Inform V7 Plan 

(April 1, 2025 - March 31, 2026) 

Cost: $7,604.00 (Total) from Budget Line A1680.216 

David Gibson 

Interim Commissioner of Public Safety 

cc: Mayor 

Law Department 

Comptroller 

Juan Perez, Commissioner 

Management Services 
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City of Mount Vernon, New York

Staff Report
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CITY HALL, MOUNT
VERNON, NEW YORK
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& VIA

FACEBOOK.
COM/MOUNTVERNONNY

File #: TMP -1158 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 8.

City Council
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE
NO. 14, ADOPTED JULY 10, 2024, ENTITLED

“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR
TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH

SECUREWATCH24 FOR THE PURCHASE OF
21 TABLET-STYLE MOBILE COMPUTERS

FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY”

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. The sixth decretal paragraph, Section 2:6 and Section 4 of Ordinance No. 14,
adopted July 10, 2024, entitled “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER
INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH SECUREWATCH24 FOR THE PURCHASE OF 21 TABLET-
STYLE MOBILE COMPUTERS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY”

Whereas, by letter dated June 19, 2024, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety
has requested legislation authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with SecureWatch24 for
the purchase of 21 tablet-style mobile computers for the Department of Public Safety to enhance
operational efficiency and provide officers with critical technology in their vehicles; and

Whereas, the Department of Public Safety has equipped its fleet of marked Police vehicles,
purchased in 2022, with mounts needed to place mobile computers within the cars; and

Whereas, the Department of Public Safety needs to purchase 21 tablet-style mobile computers
to be placed within these mounts to enable officers to complete more paperwork while within their
vehicles, thereby enhancing operational efficiency and reducing the need to return to Police
Headquarters; and

Whereas, the mobile computers will allow officers to access the Department’s Computer
Aided Dispatch (CAD) and Records Management Systems (RMS), both current and anticipated new
systems, and will also enable access to body-worn camera and in-car video footage on evidence.com
while on the street; and

Whereas, SecureWatch24 is an approved vendor by the New York State Office of General
Services (NYS OGS) to provide tablet-style mobile computers, available under NYS OGS Contract
PC 69031; and

Whereas, the total cost for the 21 mobile computers, including a 3-year warranty, will be
$147,039.00, which will be a one-time purchase satisfied from Budget Line A3120.416
[A3120.203ARP SDI-001 3.16]; and Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved That
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File #: TMP -1158 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 8.

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain, and enact:

Section 1. Purpose. This ordinance authorizes the Mayor to enter into an agreement with
SecureWatch24 to purchase 21 tablet-style mobile computers for the Department of Public Safety,
which will enhance operational efficiency and provide officers with critical technology in their
vehicles.

Section 2. Definitions. For this ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings
indicated:

1. “SecureWatch24”: The vendor approved by the New York State Office of
General Services to provide tablet-style mobile computers.

2. “Mobile Computers”: Tablet-style computers designed for use by the
Department of Public Safety in vehicles.

3. “CAD”: Computer Aided Dispatch.

4. “RMS”: Records Management Systems.

5. “Department of Public Safety”: The department responsible for public
safety in the City of Mount Vernon.

6. “Budget Line A3120.416 [A3120.203ARP SDI-001 3.”6"]: The budget
line allocated for this purchase.

Section 3. Authorization. The City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to enter into an
agreement with SecureWatch24 for the purchase of 21 tablet-style mobile computers for the
Department of Public Safety at a total cost of $147,039.00.

Section 4. Funding. The total cost of $147,039.00 for the 21 mobile computers shall be
satisfied from Budget Line A3120.416 [A3120.203ARP SDI-001 3.16], 2024 Budget.

Section 5. Procurement. The mobile computers will be purchased through SecureWatch24
under the New York State Office of General Services Contract PC 69031.

Section 6. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect upon its approval by the Board of
Estimate & Contract.

New Matter Underlines
Deleted Matter in Brackets [ ]
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City of Mount Vernon, New York

Staff Report
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File #: TMP -1166 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #:

City Council

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR

TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT

OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE INNOVATIVE FINANCE &

ASSET CONCESSION GRANT PROGRAM.

WHEREAS, by letter dated January 15, 2025, the Comptroller has requested legislation authorizing permission
for the Mayor to enter into agreement with the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) for the $1M Innovative
Finance & Asset Concession Grant Program grant. The budget period for the grant award is thirty-six (36) months,
commencing on February 1, 2025; and

WHEREAS, this Cooperative Agreement funds and sets out the terms and conditions (Provisions) governing a
collaborative effort between the Department of Transportation (DOT) and the City of Mount Vernon (Recipient) for
project, “Targeting Mount Vernon’s Transit-Oriented Assets”; and

WHEREAS, this is a cost reimbursement Cooperative Agreement. The responsibility for conducting activities
under this Agreement lies primarily with the organization named in this Agreement (Recipient). DOT, through its
designated representatives, shall consult and coordinate in the conduct of the activities performed during the period of this
Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the maximum value of cooperative agreements is $2 million. Cooperative agreements of up to $1
million are offered at 100 percent federal share (no required non-federal match). Amounts in excess of $1 million are
offered at 50 percent federal share (50 percent required non-federal match). For example, a cooperative agreement of $2
million in federal aid would be matched by $1 million of non-federal funds, supporting a $3 million effort; and

WHEREAS, the City has been identified as a recipient of these funds, which will support infrastructure and
transportation-related improvements to enhance the community; and

WHEREAS, the acceptance of this grant and execution of an agreement with USDOT is in the best interest of
the City and its residents and by signing the signature page, the Recipient accepts the terms and conditions as stated;
NOW, THEREFORE,

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. Authorization. The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement with the U.S.
Department of Transportation (USDOT) for the $1M Innovative Finance & Asset Concession Grant Program grant.

Section 2. Acceptance. That all grant funds received under this agreement shall be utilized strictly in
accordance with the terms and conditions set forth by the U.S. Department of Transportation.

Section 3. Cost Sharing or Matching Funds. The maximum value of cooperative agreements is $2
million. Cooperative agreements of up to $1 million are offered at 100 percent federal share (no required non-federal
match). Amounts in excess of $1 million are offered at 50 percent federal share (50 percent required non-federal match).
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For example, a cooperative agreement of $2 million federal aid would be matched by $1 million of non-federal funds,
supporting a $3 million effort.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon its approval by the Board of Estimate and Contract.
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January 15, 2025 
 
Honorable Members of the City Council and 
Board of Estimates and Contracts 
1 Roosevelt Square - City Hall  
Mount Vernon, NY 10550 
 Re: Innovative Finance and Asset Concession Grant 

Program Agreement   
 Referral # COMP2025 – 1  
 

Dear Honorable Members: 

I write to respectfully request legislation granting permission for the Mayor to enter into an 

agreement with US Department of Transportation for our $1M Innovative Finance & Asset 

Concession Grant Program grant. The budget period for the award is 36 months in length 

beginning on February 1, 2025. 

This Cooperative Agreement (Agreement) funds and sets out the terms and conditions 
(Provisions) governing a collaborative effort between the Department of Transportation (DOT) 
and City of Mount Vernon (Recipient) for project, Targeting Mount Vernon's Transit-Oriented 
Assets.  
 
This is a cost reimbursement Cooperative Agreement. The responsibility for conducting 

activities under this Agreement lies primarily with the organization named in this Agreement 

(Recipient). DOT, through its designated representatives, shall consult and coordinate in the 

conduct of the activities performed during the period of this Agreement. By signing the 

signature page, the Recipient accepts the terms and conditions, as stated. 

 

Cost Sharing or Matching Funds  

The maximum value of cooperative agreements is $2 million. Cooperative agreements of up to 

$1 million are offered at 100 percent federal share (no required non-federal match). Amounts 

in excess of $1 million are offered at 50 percent federal share (50 percent required non-federal 

match). For example, a cooperative agreement of $2 million in federal aid would be matched by 

$1 million of non-federal funds, supporting a $3 million effort. 

 

  

Darren M. Morton, Ed.D., CPRP, CMFO 

Comptroller           City Hall, One Roosevelt Square  

  Mount Vernon, NY, 10550 

 (914) 665-2303 
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If you have any questions, please call the Comptroller’s Office at 914-665-2304 or email at 

Comptroller@cmvny.com.    

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Darren M. Morton Ed. D., CPRP. CMFO     

Comptroller         

 

cc: Mayor 

      Law Department  

 Grants & Compliance  

 Assessor Department 

 Planning Department 

 

Attachment: Innovative Finance and Asset Concession Grant Program Cooperative Agreement 
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City Council
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING NEW YORK STATE

SENATOR JAMAAL T. BAILEY AND ASSEMBLY MEMBER
JAMES GARY PRETLOW FOR INTRODUCTION OF HOME RULE

LEGISLATION TO AMEND TAX LAW TO AUTHORIZE
THE COLLECTION OF HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX IN

THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON.

WHEREAS, Section 1202 of the New York State Tax Law allows municipalities to adopt and amend
local laws imposing a tax upon persons occupying hotel or motel rooms, bed and breakfast, and other tourist
rental stay facilities; and

WHEREAS, the City is prepared and budgeted to implement this occupancy tax and seeks the support
of the City’s elected representatives in the New York State Senate and Assembly after discussion and
acknowledgement by the City Council; and

WHEREAS, upon the introduction of legislation the City of Mount Vernon will take further action to
submit a home rule request pursuant to Article IX of the Constitution in support of legislation to authorize the
City to implement a hotel and motel tax rate of up to five and eight seven five present (5.875%) of the per-diem
rental rate for each room; NOW, THEREFORE, be it

RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Mount Vernon, duly convened in regular session does
hereby:

RESOLVE, that the City of Mount Vernon City finds that the implementation of a hotel and motel tax
rate would benefit the City by providing additional revenues for use within the City of Mount Vernon, and be it
further

RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby requests that New York State Senator Jamaal T. Bailey and
Assembly Member James Gary Pretlow, as elected representatives of the City of Mount Vernon, introduce
legislation to authorize the City to adopt a local law giving the authority to implement the hotel and motel tax
rate at a rate of up to five and eight seven five present (5.875%) of the per-diem rental rate for each room; and
be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Council requests the bill be drafted to include additional language clarifying
that for the purposes of this particular section of law, definition of the terms “hotel” or “motel” are to mean and
include any facility providing on an overnight basis and shall include those facilities designated and commonly
known as “bed and breakfast” and “tourist” facilities; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Council requests the bill include additional language for the purpose as to
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enable authorized local law(s) enacted by the City to provide that any tax imposed shall be paid by the person
liable therefor to the owner of the hotel or motel room occupied or to the person entitled to be paid the rent or
charge for the hotel or motel room occupied for and on account of the City of Mount Vernon imposing the tax
and that such owner or person entitled to be paid the rent or charge shall be liable for the collection and
payment of the tax; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Council requests the bill include additional language relating to the deposit
of revenues resulting from the imposition of the tax be added with the purpose as to authorize the City to retain
the necessary revenue to defer the expense of the City in administering such tax and the balance of such
revenues shall be allocated to use within the City of Mount Vernon as so determined by the City of Mount
Vernon City Council; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby directed to forward certified copies of this resolution to New
York State Senator Jamaal T. Bailey and Assembly Member James Gary Pretlow.
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CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, N.Y. 
Industrial Development Agency 

SHAWYN PATTERSON-HOWARD 
 Chairperson 

 ROBIN MACK 
Director, Business Development - IDA 

City Hall, One Roosevelt Square 
Mount Vernon, NY 10550 

(914) 465 2994 – Fax: (914) 665-6173

Referral Letter MV IDA 10-24 

December 17, 2024 

Honorable City Council Members 
One Roosevelt Square  
Mount Vernon, NY 10550  

Re: Referral to Enact Local Law for Hotel Occupancy Tax 

Dear Honorable Council members, 

This letter is submitted to request your consideration and authorization to enact a local law imposing a 
5.875% hotel occupancy tax on accommodations with the City of Mount Vernon. This tax will apply to 
hotels, motels, hostels, and short-term rentals and is proposed to take effect January 1, 2024. 

The proposed tax percentage is consistent with the current rate in the City of Yonkers, which increase 
from 3% in August 2024. This alignment ensures that Mount Vernon is competitive while capitalizing 
on the potential revenue generated from its emerging hospitality sector. 

Purpose and Benefits 

1. Revenue generation: the hotel occupancy tax is projected to provide significant additional
revenue to the City of Mount Vernon. These funds will help address infrastructure
improvements, capital projects and economic development.

2. Fair contribution from visitors/tourists: visitors/tourists to Mount Vernon contribute to the
increased demand on City services – i.e. public safety, sanitation, and code enforcement. This
tax ensures that those utilizing accommodations within the City of Mount Vernon contribute
their fair share to maintaining and improving these services.

3. Alignment with regional practices: neighboring municipalities (Yonkers, New Rochelle, White
Plains) have implemented similar taxes at competitive rates, ensuring a level playing field for
attracting visitors and hosting events.
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CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, N.Y. 
Industrial Development Agency 

SHAWYN PATTERSON-HOWARD 
 Chairperson 

 ROBIN MACK 
Director, Business Development - IDA 

City Hall, One Roosevelt Square 
Mount Vernon, NY 10550 

(914) 465 2994 – Fax: (914) 665-6173

I respectfully request that City Council’s authorization to enact the local law establishing a 
hotel occupancy tax at 5.875% and set the effective date of the tax as January 1, 2024.  Additionally, I am 
also requesting that the Department of Finance be directed to create a revenue code for collection.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 914 465 2994 or 
rmack@mountvernonny.gov.  

Very truly yours, 

Robin Mack 
Robin Mack 
Director, Business Development 

cc: Shawyn Patterson-Howard, Mayor 
Malcolm Clark, Chief of Staff 
Brian Johnson, Corporation Counsel 
File (2)  

Referral Letter MV IDA 10-24  
Permission to Enact a Hotel Occupancy Tax 
Page 2 
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City of Mount Vernon, NY 

Hotel Room Occupancy Tax Policy 

 

Section 1: Title and Purpose 

This policy shall be known as the "Hotel Room Occupancy Tax Policy" for the City of Mount Vernon, NY 
(“City”). The purpose of this policy is to impose a tax on the occupancy of hotel rooms and other short-
term rentals (commonly known as AirBnB/VBRO or vacation rentals) within the City to generate revenue 
for the support of municipal services and infrastructure improvements. 

Section 2: Definitions 

For the purposes of this policy, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

- Hotel: Any building or portion of a building which is regularly used and kept open for the lodging of 
guests. The term "hotel" includes, but is not limited to, an inn, motel, tourist home or house, hostel, 
public lodging house, vacation rental, short-term rental, rooming house and bed-and-breakfast. 

- Occupancy: The use or possession, or the right to the use or possession, of any room or rooms in a 
hotel for any purpose, or the right to the use or possession of the furnishings or to the services and 
accommodations accompanying the use and possession of the room or rooms. 

- Occupant: A person who, for a consideration, uses, possesses, or has the right to use or possess any 
room or rooms in a hotel under any lease, concession, permit, right of access, license to use, or other 
agreement. 

- Permanent Resident: Any occupant who, as of a given date, has occupied or has the right to occupy any 
room or rooms in a hotel for at least ninety consecutive days. 

- Rent: The consideration received for occupancy valued in money, whether received in money or 
otherwise, including all receipts, cash, credits, and property or services of any kind or nature, and also 
any amount for which credit is allowed by the operator to the occupant, without any deduction 
therefrom whatsoever. 

- Operator: Any person operating a hotel in Mount Vernon, including but not limited to the owner, 
lessee, sub-lessee, mortgagee in possession, licensee, or any other person otherwise operating such 
hotel. 

Section 3: Imposition of Tax 

There is hereby imposed and levied a tax upon the rent for every occupancy of a room or rooms in a 
hotel in the City of Mount Vernon, NY. The tax rate shall be three percent (5.875%)** of the rent for 
each such occupancy. 

Section 4: Collection and Administration 

- The operator of each hotel shall be responsible for the collection of the occupancy tax from the 
occupant. 
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- The tax shall be paid by the occupant to the operator of the hotel at the time the rent is paid. 

- The operator shall file a return with the City of Mount Vernon Finance Department, detailing the total 
rents received and the taxes collected for each quarterly period. 

- The return shall be filed, and the tax due shall be paid, on or before the ____ day of the month 
following the end of each quarterly period. 

Section 5: Records and Audits 

- Every operator shall keep and maintain records of every occupancy, of all rent paid, and of all 
occupancy taxes collected, for a period of five (5) years. 

- The City of Mount Vernon Finance Department shall have the authority to inspect and audit the 
records of any operator at any reasonable time. 

Section 6: Penalties and Interest 

- Any operator who fails to file a return or to pay the tax collected shall be subject to penalties and 
interest as prescribed by the City of Mount Vernon. 

- Penalties shall not exceed ___ percent (__%) of the tax due for each month of delay, not to exceed a 
total of _____ percent (___%) of the tax due. 

- Interest shall be charged at the rate of ___ percent (_%) per month from the due date until the tax is 
paid. 

Section 7: Refunds 

- Any tax paid under this policy that was erroneously, illegally, or unconstitutionally collected shall be 
refunded by the City of Mount Vernon. 

- Claims for refunds must be filed with the City of Mount Vernon Finance Department within one (1) 
year from the date the tax was paid. 

Section 9: Effective Date 

This policy shall take effect on [Effective Date] and shall apply to all occupancies on or after that date. 

Section 10: Severability 

If any provision of this policy is held invalid, the remainder of the policy shall not be affected thereby 
and shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

This Hotel Room Occupancy Tax Policy is adopted by the City Council of Mount Vernon, NY, on 
[Adoption Date]. 

 

--- 
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This draft policy incorporates elements from the hotel occupancy tax policies of White Plains, NY, 
Yonkers, NY, and New Rochelle, NY, ensuring consistency and clarity in its application and enforcement. 

*Effective August 2024, Yonkers, NY increased the occupancy tax to 5.875% from 3%. New Rochelle, NY 
and While Plains, NY impose 3%. 
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Staff Report
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COM/MOUNTVERNONNY

File #: TMP -1145 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 11.

City Council:

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE
CONVEYANCE OF 0 VERNON AVENUE,

MOUNT VERNON, NY, TO MYRTLE JONES
AND TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO

EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS

Whereas, by letter dated January 10, 2025, the Corporation Counsel has requested
legislation authorizing the conveyance of the vacant lot located at 0 Vernon Avenue, Mount Vernon,
NY (Block 4047, Lot 12), to Myrtle Jones, the owner of the adjoining property at 286 McClellan
Avenue; and

Whereas, Myrtle Jones purchased property at 286 McClellan Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY, in
2012, which shares the same Block and Lot number (Block 4047, Lot 12) with an adjoining vacant lot
located at 0 Vernon Avenue; and

Whereas, due to an error by Ms. Jones’s title company, Partners Abstract Corp., the back taxes
for 286 McClellan Avenue were paid in 2014, but the taxes for the adjoining vacant lot were
inadvertently omitted; and

Whereas, this error resulted in the City of Mount Vernon retaining title to the vacant lot at 0
Vernon Avenue despite the delinquent taxes being later paid in full by the title company; and

Whereas, the Real Estate Committee, at its September 29, 2023, meeting, reviewed this matter
and recommended the transfer of 0 Vernon Avenue to Myrtle Jones to rectify the longstanding error;
and

Whereas, this conveyance is not a real estate sale but rather a deed transfer to address the
administrative oversight and return the vacant lot to its rightful owner; and

Whereas, it is in the interest of justice and fairness for the City of Mount Vernon to complete
this transfer without further delay; Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved That

The City of Mount Vernon, in City Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact:

Section 1. Authorization to Convey. The City Council authorizes the conveyance of the
vacant lot located at 0 Vernon Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY (Block 4047, Lot 12), to Myrtle Jones, the
owner of the adjoining property at 286 McClellan Avenue.

Section 2. Execution of Documents. The Mayor of the City of Mount Vernon is hereby
authorized and directed to execute all necessary documents, including but not limited to a deed of
conveyance and any closing documents, to effectuate the transfer of the subject property to Myrtle
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File #: TMP -1145 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 11.

Jones.

Section 3. No Consideration. This transfer is made at no additional cost to Myrtle Jones, as
it is intended to correct an administrative oversight and not as a sale of real property.

Section 4. Severability. Suppose any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or part of this
Ordinance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid. In that case, such a
judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance. Still, it shall be
confined to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or part thereof directly involved in the
controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered.

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its approval by the Board
of Estimate & Contract.
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File #: TMP -1157 Agenda Date: 1/22/2025 Agenda #: 12.

City Council

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING NEW YORK STATE SENATOR
JAMAAL T. BAILEY AND ASSEMBLY MEMBER JAMES GARY PRETLOW

FOR INTRODUCTION OF HOME RULE LEGISLATION TO
INCREASE TRANSFER TAX FEE

WHEREAS, by letter dated January 13, 2025, City Councilman Javon Boxhill requested a resolution
requesting New York State Senator Jamaal T. Bailey and Assembly Member James Gary Pretlow introduce a
state bill authorizing an amendment to Local Law 2023-4 to increase Transfer Tax Fee; and

WHEREAS, a letter dated November 16, 2023 from Comptroller Morton requesting a Home Rule to
amend Article VII, Section 234-45 of the Code of the City of Mount Vernon entitled Real Estate Tax, 234-45;
and

WHEREAS, in December 2023, the City Council adopted Law 2023-4 to increase the Transfer Tax
Fee. This fee is regulated by state law specific to the City of Mount Vernon, NOW, THEREFORE, be it

RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby requests that New York State Senator Jamaal T. Bailey and
Assembly Member James Gary Pretlow as elected representatives of the City of Mount Vernon to introduce a
Home Rule to increase the Transfer Tax Fee; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby directed to forward copies of this resolution to Senator
Jamaal Bailey and Assemblyman James Gary Pretlow.
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CITY COUNCIL 
ONE ROOSEVELT SQUARE 

JAEVON BOXHILL                                              MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550                          CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS       
CITY COUNCILMAN                                        (914) 665-2352 FAX (914) 668-6044                        Danielle Browne, Esq., President             
JSBoxhill@mountvernonny.gov                                    www.cmvny.com                            Edward Poteat 
                                                                                                                                                            Cathlin B. Gleason 
                                                                                                                                                                             Derrick Thompson  
CHAIR, STANDING COMMITTEE ON                                                                                                              Jaevon Boxhill 
FINANCE & PLANNING 
 
CO-CHAIR, STADING COMMITTEE ON 
LEGISLATION & PUBLIC WORKS 

 
January 13, 2025 
 
 
Honorable City Council Members 
1 Roosevelt Square 
Mount Vernon, NY 10550 
 
RE: Request to Amend Local Law 2023-4 to increase Transfer Tax Fee. 
 
Dear Honorable Body: 
 
A letter dated November 16, 2023 from Comptroller Morton requesting a new local law to 
amend Article VII, Section 234-45 of the Code of the City of Mount Vernon entitled Real 
Estate Tax, 234-45. In December 2023, the City Council adopted Law 2023-4 to increase 
the Transfer Tax fee. However, it has come to our attention that this fee is regulated by 
state law specific to the City of Mount Vernon. 
 
Therefore, this letter is to respectfully ask this honorable body to pass a resolution formally 
requesting our State Legislators to introduce a state bill authorizing the modification. 
 
If this meets with the City Council’s approval, I ask that the necessary legislation be 
enacted to reflect the changes. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Jaevon Boxhill 
 
Jaevon Boxhill 
City Councilman 
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